
Analysing the forces to find Fnet 
(whole system)

2)

Divide Fnet by system mass to find accel3)
Draw an FBD of only a single mass4)
Determine the Fnet of JUST that mass using5)
Fnet = ma
Analyze the forces on that single mass to find the 
force of tension (FT)

6)

This is accomplished by 1) drawing a Free Body Diagram

Determining Tension in a Multi-body System
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